
   PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY/BROOKLIN 

   General Membership Meeting #96November 23, 2022 

     

President:   Jackie Brooks      Secretary:  Evelyn Wilson 

Count:  98 

Call to Order:   President, Jackie Brooks, called the meeting to order at 10:00am. 

Meeting Introduction:   

 Jackie welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 She thanked the management team, social committee, interest group leaders, Share the Wealth 

ticket sellers, our monthly greeters and our “cookie lady”, for their contributions to keeping the 
club running smoothly. 

 Special thanks went to our audio team, who set up a screen for this month’s presentation. 
 She asked everyone to fill out the survey before leaving as this would provide important 

information about what members like, and would like to see happen. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 John Duffy, CPA, was present to announce that, in accordance with Probus bylaws, he had 
reviewed the club’s financial records for the preceding year (September 1, 2021 to August 31, 
2022)  and that  Mary Smith, Treasurer, would be presenting the annual financial report. 

 John reported that Mary had done an excellent job of tracking and recording the club’s financial 
activity, and then Mary made her presentation. 

 Mary explained that the club has approximately $11,000 in reserve to run the club and cover 
expenses. The club subsidizes activities such as the Christmas Dinner Dance, the Fun Run, and 
the Spring BBQ, and buys new equipment as necessary.  Although there was less activity during 
the 2021/22 fiscal year due to covid, there were still expenses to the paid, such as insurance, 
our Zoom account, speakers’ fees, etc.  Members’ annual fees were lowered to $20 for two 
years, but have recently been raised back to $30. 

 Members who have questions may contact Mary directly at her email address as shown on the 
Membership List. 

Social Events: 

 Susan Bruce announced that this was the last day to buy tickets for the Christmas Dinner Dance, 
and tickets were available at break.  She asked everyone to put their name on the back of their 
ticket, as these would be used to draw names for the door prize. The dinner dance is at the Ajax 
Convention Centre on December 1st at 6:00 pm 

 On December 13th there will be another Inspector Morse Murder and Mystery event on zoom. 
To register, please email Roy Pettitt at murder.mystry.2021@gmail.com and watch for the blast. 

 Susan encouraged everyone to complete the survey, as the information from this will be used to 
plan future activities. 



Interest Groups: 

 Deborah Corbett announced that there is a new interest group – Ladies’ Let’s Do Lunch – started 
by two new members. 

 There are still vacancies in the Poker and Men’s Dominoes Group. All Interest Groups were listed 
at the front of the room, and anyone interested in joining a group could speak to Deborah or 
Anne Cruess at break time. 

 Anne Cruess reminded the Interest Group Leaders that she and Deborah would like their online 
surveys emailed back to wbpinterestchair@gmail.com by Friday December 9, 2022.  

 She encouraged members to voice their needs for new interest groups through the survey form. 

 

Membership: 

 Claire DeSousa welcomed the new members to the meeting. 
 She asked members to contact her at the email address listed for her on the Membership List, 

not the General Email address, if they have any changes to their personal information that 
should be recorded. 

 The General Email address is the club’s address, and is meant for outgoing emails ONLY, such as 
blasts. It is not monitored daily, so inquires sent there will not be answered quickly.  Instead, if 
you receive a blast about a social event or other activity, please send your responseto the email 
address given in the blast. 

 Claire can provide business cards to anyone who wants to take some and hand them out to 
friends who may be interested in joining Probus. 

 She reminded members that the information on the Membership List is confidential and not to 
be given out to non-members. Non-members can contact the club through the webpage. 

 There have been several new members join recently, and the total number is now 298. The club 
has capacity for 360, after which a waiting list would be set up.  Some members left during the 
covid lockdowns, but membership numbers are increasing again. 

Jackie called a break at 10:30 

The meeting resumed at 10:50.  

Jackie asked Wendy to pull tickets for the two draws. David Humphreys won a $10 Tim Hortons card in 
the Name Badge Draw, and Silvana Lutterotti won $27 in the Share the Wealth Draw.  

Introduction of Speaker:   Wendyintroduced this month’s speaker,Tracey,  from Sheridan Gardens. 

Tracey gave a demonstration on how to create a holiday table centrepiece, and shared some ideas on 
holiday decorations for our homes. 

Nextmonth’s speaker:A representative from Community Care of Durham will be doing a presentation 
on what Community Care if Durham does, as well as the process of getting into a long term care home 
and other related topics. 



Adjournment: Jackie adjourned the meeting at 11:40 after reminding everyone that General 
Membership meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month, which is not necessarily the last 
Wednesday. 

Next meeting:January 25, 2023 at 10:00 

  


