
   PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY/BROOKLIN 

   General Membership Meeting #95October 26, 2022 

     

President:   Jackie Brooks      Secretary:  Evelyn Wilson 

Count:  92 

Call to Order:   President, Jackie Brooks, called the meeting to order at 10:00am. 

Meeting Introduction:   

 Jackie welcomed everyone to the meeting and announced that October is Probus Month. 
Probus Month was initiated in 2013 by Steve Campbell of the Probus Club of Shediac Shores, 
New Brunswick. Now it is celebrated in all Probus Clubs in Ontario. 

 Our celebrations at this meeting included showing event pictures of our club, recognizing 
Interest Group leaders, holding a free Probus Hoodie Draw in addition to the regular Share the 
Wealth and Name Badge draws, and serving cake at break. 

 Jackie reminded members to turn their phones off, or to vibrate. She thanked our greeters 
(Carol and Gail) for greeting people as they entered, and Peter Miller for the slide show 
presentation of events and the audio/video setup.  

 She announced that everyone would be asked to complete a survey at next month’s meeting, 
and hand it in before leaving. 

 On behalf of our Social Chairs Eleanor MacAlpine and Susan Bruce, she spoke about two events 
that are taking place in the near future. 

 We will be going to the naughty but nice pantomime Sleeping Beauty at the Capitol Theatre in 
Port Hope on Friday November 25th at 8:00 pm. The cost is $38. This was the last day to buy 
tickets and they were available at break from the Social Committee. 

 There will be a Christmas Dinner on Thursday December 1st at 6:00 pm at the Ajax Convention 
Centre, featuring a delicious dinner, a photo booth picture, free door prizes and great music. 
Tickets are $50 for members and $55 for guests. Jackie advised that tickets were available at the 
break today and at next month’s meeting, but were selling out fast. 

 Jackie then introduced the Interest Group Co-Chair Anne Creuss. 
 

Interest Group Presentation/Update 

 Anne gave a slide show  presentation in recognition of the Interest Group Leaders. Anne showed 
photos of each of the leaders, and gave their name as well as the names of the Interest Group(s) 
each one leads. 

 Afterwards she invited members to look at the smaller board at the front at break time to find  
out which groups have vacancies right now, and contact the group leader if they  would like to 
sign up. 

 There was also a larger board with information on all the groups. Anne advised that anyone who 
was interested in joining any of the groups that were on the larger board could speak to her, 



and she would find out from the Interest Group Leader if they had room to accommodate new 
members. 

 She reminded members that they could speak to her if they had ideas about new groups that 
they’d like to start up. 

Jackie called a break at 10:20 after reminding members to buy tickets for the pantomime and the 
Christmas Dinner if they wanted to attend.  Wendy Marshall was available to provide tickets for the 
Hoodie and Name Badge draws. Cake would be served in honour of Probus Month. 

The meeting resumed at 10:40.  

Jackie asked Claire DeSousa, Membership Chair, to pull tickets for the three draws.   Lynn Jacklin won 
the probus hoodie; Linda Staff won a $25 dollar dining card in the Name Badge Draw; Steve Bentley won 
$18 in the Share the Wealth Draw.  

Introduction of Speaker:   Wendyintroduced this month’s speaker,Ted Barris.  Ted Is a Canadian writer, 
journalist, professor and broadcaster.  He writes a weekly column, “The Barris Beat”, and is a regular 
contributor to the Globe and Mail and the National Post. Ted has authored twenty books, and his non-
fiction works focus on Canada’s military heritage.  

During this presentation, he spoke about his most recent book. “Battle of the Atlantic – Gauntlet to 
Victory”. During the Second World War, Canada provided supplies and some military assistance to the 
Allies through the Royal Navy and the Merchant Navy. Because of this, the ships involved became 
targets for the German U-boats when they were crossing the Atlantic Ocean. Ted told interesting 
anecdotes about incidents and the Canadian personnel who were involved in these endeavours.  

At the end of the presentation, Wendy said that anyone who had questions for Ted could email him and 
his email address would be in next month’s newsletter. Ted’s books were on sale at the back of the 
room. 

Nextmonth’s speaker:A representative from Sheridan Nurseries will give a presentation on creating a 
Christmas table decoration. 

Adjournment: Jackie adjourned the meeting at 11:45 after reminding everyone that the survey will be 
handed out at the next meeting. 

Next meeting: November 23,2022 

  


