
   PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY/BROOKLIN 

   General Membership Meeting #94September 28, 2022 

     

President:   Jackie Brooks      Secretary:  Evelyn Wilson 

Count:  87 

Call to Order:   President, Jackie Brooks, called the meeting to order at 10:00am. 

Meeting Introduction:   

 Jackie thanked our audio team for setting everything up, and our greeters, Val Randal and 
Wendy Duncan, for welcoming everyone at the door and handing out tickets to those wearing 
their names badges. She also thanked John Duffy, who has agreed to review our financial books 
this year. 

 Next month is Probus month, and at our October General Meeting we are going to have some 
visual surprises, as well as cake, so members should bring beverages in travel mugs if they wish. 
We will also have a free raffle for a Probus hoodie. 

 She asked members to turn off their cell phones, or put them on vibrate. 

Jackie introduced Eleanor MacAlpine, Social Events Co-Chair, who provided the following 
Information:  

Social Events: 

 Eleanor reminded members that, once you have signed up and paid for an event, it is non-
refundable. This is our Probus policy. If you find you cannot attend an event you may find a 
replacement and must let the Social Committee know. 

 Upcoming events include a visit to Haute Goat Farm, just outside Port Hope, on September 29th. 
Participants will meet at the farm at 9:50 am. A lovely farm fresh lunch will be provided at the 
Screaming Goat Café at the end of the tour. Wendy Marshall can provide more details. 

 We are still taking registrations for the Fun Run, which will be on Wednesday October 5th. The 
starting and ending points will be at Lakeridge  Golf Club. 

 On Friday November 25th there will be an excursion to the Capitol Theatre in Port Hope to see 
“Sleeping Beauty: A Panto Awakening”.  This is the naughty version of Sleeping Beauty in 
pantomime form and has been created exclusively for adult audiences by Second City alumni. 
This fairy tale re-telling pokes fun at cancel culture, performative politics, corporate greed, and 
our divisive culture.    

 Our Christmas Dinner/Dance will be held on Thursday December 1st at 6:00 pm at the Ajax 
Convention Centre, 550 Beck Street, Ajax. The dinner is a three course meal with a chicken 
option (Chicken Dijonnaise) and a vegetarian option (Spinach and Ricotta Ravioli in a white wine 
cream sauce). Music will be provided by DJ Concepts. The cost is $50 per member and $55 for 
guests.  

 Tickets for all social events are available in the lobby during break. 

 



Jackie introduced Deborah Corbett and Anne Cruess, Interest Group Co-Chairs, who provided the 
following information: 

Interest Groups: 

 Deborah said that she and Anne were replacing the former Interest Group Chair, Patricia Sturch. 
She explained that their job is to help members wanting to join or start interest groups,help 
existing groups with getting new members, and anything else to get and keep interest groups 
and members engaged. 

 She said that Interest Groups are an excellent way to meet people.  There are 40-odd interest 
groups on different topics, and they have regular meetings with the same people attending, 
unlike social events, which are one-offs for a larger group of members. Groups have anywhere 
from six to twenty members and this allows members to get to know each other better. 

 She encouraged members to sign up for a group at the front of the room at break time, or email 
the group leader using the email address on the membership list to sign up or get more 
information.  

 Deborah and Anne can be reached at WBPinterestChair@gmail.com. 
 Anne also encouraged members to check out the interest groups at break time and if they found 

a group that they liked, but was full, they could leave their name with her or Deborah and they 
would contact the group leader to find out if they could be accommodated. 

 Currently there are vacancies in Men’s Dominoes, Poker, and Board and Card Games.  Skiing 
groups will start again in the winter and if we don’t have enough people, we may be able to co-
ordinate outings with the Durham Central Probus Club. 

Jackie introduced Claire DeSousa, Membership Chair: 

Membership: 

 Claire advised that the cost of replacement name badges had gone up to $25. 
 She asked members to double-check if they had renewed their fees for this year. Some people 

thought they had paid when they had not. This was because they had written a $30 cheque for 
something else, but thought it was for their fee renewal. 

 She reminded everyone not to send anything to the General Email.  If you want to contact 
someone, you have to go to the membership list and use the email address listed there for that 
person. 

 She asked for a “show of hands” from new members and guests, and then asked other members 
to make a point of speaking to new members  and guests during the social time at break. 

Jackie Brooksannounced a twenty minute break starting at 10:18. 

 
After break, Wendy Marshall, Vice President and Speaker Chair, took over from Jackie. 
 
Wendy reminded people of the address for the Hope Goat Farm and asked those who were going to the 
event to be there at 9:50 sharp. 
 



Names were pulledfor the winners of theName Badge and Share the Wealth draws.Diane Woodfine won 
a $25 Tim Horton’s card on the Name Badge draw and Diane McFarlane won $16 on the Share the 
Wealth draw. 
 

Introduction of Speaker:   Wendyintroduced this month’s speaker,Wonder Phil, Magician. 

Phil is a Toronto magician who's shows have been a huge hit in the GTA, Durham region, and beyond. 
With decades of performing experience, he is now the most in demand magician for children’s parties in 
the GTA, performing at hundreds of birthdays and other private events every year. Along with private 
events, he’s a favourite at Toronto Public Library events, as well as daycares and especially summer 
camps.  

Phil performed a variety of magic tricks with the assistance of three volunteers from the audience. 

Wendy thanked Philat the end of his presentation. 

Nextmonth’s speaker:Wendy provided the following: 

The next meeting will be onOctober 26th and the Speaker will be Ted Barris, author of “Battle of the 
Atlantic: Gauntlet to Victory”. 

Annual Survey:Wendy announced that the annual survey will be handed out at next month’s meeting. 
Wendy told the members that it was important for them to let us know what we need to keep, change, 
or add to make our club the best it can be. 

The survey will be handed out at the beginning of the meeting and collected at the end for our review. 

Wendy adjourned the meeting at 11:35 

Adjournment:  11:35Next meeting: October 26,2022 

  


