PROBUS Club of Whitby Brooklin
Volume 8 – Issue 12

August 2021

MANAGEMENT
TEAM

Greetings Everyone

President
Karen Lambert
Vice President
Jackie Brooks
Past President
Patricia Caple
Secretary
Sherry Weese
Co-Treasurers
Mary Smith
Harold Coker
Membership Chair
Claire DeSousa
Speaker Chair
Wendy Marshall
Interest Chair
Pat Sturch
Social Co-Chairs
Jackie Brooks
Frances Slat

My last President’s message! What an unusual two years it has been. When I
started in this role in September 2019, my biggest concern was whether the
microphone would work at membership meetings. And then the COVID19
pandemic hit. Fortunately, I had the support of a great group of Management
Team members and together, we handled the unprecedented issues that came
up. Thank you, team!
Our club was an early adopter of the Zoom technology; first, for
management team meetings, then for membership meetings, and more
recently, for interest groups. It was a learning experience for us all, wasn’t
it? We managed to continue to stay true to our motto, “Get Connected. Stay
connected.” Our membership numbers decreased slightly during the
pandemic, but they are still high. Thank you everyone for sticking with us!
I want to remind everyone to get their membership renewed before August
31. As more things open, there will be renewed interest in our social club,
and we have a maximum limit of 360 members. Please renew your
membership soon so you don’t end up on the waiting list.
Until we meet again, stay safe, my friends.

“Reunion after long separation is even better than one’s wedding night.”
Chinese proverb
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“Get connected. Stay connected.”
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UPCOMING GUEST SPEAKER

Chair – Wendy Marshall

Lianne Harris
Vision Quest: A View of Woodland Indigenous Life
Lianne currently works as the History, Culture and Social Studies Resource Specialist
Consultant with the Toronto Board of Education and curriculum advisor for Upper
Canada College, having taught over 80 000 teachers and students (usually in authentic
period clothing). In 2003, she was selected by W.O.M.A.D. as one of Toronto’s Women of Influence and in
2009 was invited to be a contributing author of the Canadian best-seller business/self-help book, 'The Power of
Women United'. Appearing on TV and interviewed on the radio many times,

SOCIAL EVENTS

Co-Chairs – Frances Slat & Jackie Brooks

We are all enjoying the summer weather with family and friends. No events are planned till September so stay
tuned.

MEMBERSHIP

Chair – Claire deSousa

Hello Everyone,

I want to start this month by welcoming our newest member, Donna Brownlee
to our club. WELCOME Donna! Donna was so keen to join our club that she
attended our July General Meeting and has already paid for next years dues.
Which brings me to a very important reminder! Your dues need to be sent to me NOW! IT IS ONLY $20.
Make out your cheque to PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY BROOKLIN. Please don’t post date your cheque to
August 31st. Our treasurer needs to have the cheques deposited by then. This is your LAST reminder about
dues. You’ll find my mailing address on your Membership List. One was sent to you on June 24 th.
Also, a reminder that the Membership List is for your PERSONAL use only.
Any changes to your information, please send to my e-mail address, also on the Membership List. DO NOT
USE the General e-mail address. It is not monitored.
See you at the next Zoom meeting!

Claire
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NEWSLETTER

Chair – John Hand

Hi everyone, welcome to our August edition of the Newsletter I hope you enjoy it.
I just have a message to our group leaders: Please remember that for privacy reasons we do not publish Email
addresses or phone numbers in the Newsletter. These can be found by our members in the Membership List sent
out by Claire.
Group leaders Please Remember……….
TH
Deadline for submissions to the newsletter is the 5
of each & every month

WEBMASTER

Mark deSousa
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INTEREST GROUPS

Chair – Pat Sturch

Now that some of the Covid restrictions have been relaxed, it feels
almost normal and we can get back to doing what we most enjoy –
meeting up with friends in person. While the weather is good we can
still meet up outside but looking ahead and planning for moving our
meetings inside is something we are all going to be facing in the next
couple of months. We need to do this as safely as possible and
follow all guidelines that have been put in place by Health Canada and
our government.
Some of the card groups are already planning for in-person games. The afternoon tea group will have their first
indoor meeting this month.
Taste the World will be going indoors in September.
We have a new wine group that will definitely meet all health protocols as it is strictly for Zoom.
Nancy Prout is the person to get in touch with. She chose Zoom rather
than in-person meetings because there are often some people who do
not want to drive after dark and of course you can also drink more as
you won’t have to drive home.
Is there an activity you’re interested in but there’s currently not
a group for it, let me know and we’ll look into getting a group started.

BOOK NOOKERS

Leader - Barbara Carroll

We’re meeting at 10:15a.m. on August 10 to discuss A Good Wife by Samra Zafar. Our meeting
will be held outdoors in the park behind the Brooklin Community Centre/Library.

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB

Leader – Jackie Brooks

Everyone is busy reading and selecting titles for our next Probus year. September will be our
first murder and it is Vanishing Point by Marcia Muller and our discussion leader will be Fran
Slat.

BEER AND BOARDS

Leader – Susan Lotherington
Life is more fun when you play games. With that in mind our beer and board group now have an
opening for one or two couples. We hope to start meeting again in October on the first Thursday of
the month at 7:30pm. If you are interested please contact Susan Lotherington
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WOMENS BREAKFAST CLUB #1

Leader – Val Randall
Greetings to everyone, I am arranging a meet up Breakfast Morning, Wed. August 18th
to start us off for the coming year, outdoors at Heydenshore Park 9.30 -10.00, bring your own breakfast.
Remember to wear your badges, looking forward to seeing everyone and getting our year started, September
meeting will most probably be inside if all goes to plan, you will be notified later.
Please note, this group is at full capacity, Val 🥓🧇🥞☕️

WOMENS BREAKFAST CLUB #2

Leader – Carol Caden
Our group will enjoy a bring your own breakfast to Heydenshore on August 24th at
9.30am
New members are welcome!
Please send me an email if you want to be added to my list

SOCIAL BRIDGE

HELP NEEDED

Leader – Gary Hudson
Once a month bridge may be starting in the future. Annette and Gary will help anyone
who would like to convene. We are stepping down after 5 years.

BID EUCHRE- NO TRUMPS

Leader – Val Randall
Hoping for a restart in September, always the second Thursday in the month, start time 7.00pm, possibly
initially with just two tables, but it is my intention to get a full house later in the year. It’s been a while so
perhaps a recap of rules etc. may be something you wish to consider!,,,,,,,Until I know the number of returning
players, this group at present is full. Happy bidding, Val

CREATE AND CHAT #1

Leader – Judy Bowring
The Create and Chat group was hoping to be able to see each other in person in July at a local
park, but Mother Nature had a different idea. So, we are crossing our fingers for our August
meeting.
Create and Chat is currently full at 10 members.
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PROBUS PEDAL POWER (CYCLING) GROUP

Leader – John Patté

Share the Road!
Last month, I noted that “bicycles are vehicles and bicyclists generally have the same legal rights and
responsibilities as motorists”. With this in mind, here are a few thoughts to keep us all safe:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Being vehicles, bicycles must ride on the right side of road.
Bicycles must stay as close to the right edge of the road as safe. Generally, this HTA rule is interpreted
as within one metre of the edge of the road, not including the gutter at the curb.
If there is debris such as gravel, sand or other litter, or if the road is cracked or potholed at the edge, a
cyclist is expected to go around those obstacles because it is unsafe to ride through them. BUT, do a
shoulder-check first to make sure it is safe to move to your left, and do signal your lane change –
motorists may not expect you to move over.
Motorists are obliged to pass a bicycle no closer than one metre, measured from the extreme edge of the
right mirror to the extreme left of the bicycle handlebar. Many lanes are not wide enough to allow a
motor vehicle to pass without crossing the middle line of the road. The motor vehicle must either cross
the middle line (generally, this is not only allowed, it is expected) or hang back until it is safe to pass. If
you cannot pass safely, don’t pass! Simple?
If there is a bike lane or “urban shoulder” on the right side of the road (Gerrard, Mary, Carnwith,
Watford/Anderson, Ashburn), cyclists should use it; don’t weave in and out unless forced to by debris
and the necessity to pass a parked car or slower cyclist.
Motorists, it is illegal to drive or park in a “bike lane”. You should know the road markings.
If there is a segregated multi-use path (MUP) parallel to the road, cyclists should use it! While it is legal
to ride on the road, MUPs such as along parts of Garden Street and Taunton Road were built for both
pedestrians and cyclists.
On MUPs, both pedestrians and cyclists should stay on the right side of the path except to pass.
Cyclists expect motorists to share the road. Well, cyclists and pedestrians, show that same respect to
other cyclists and pedestrians when using MUPs, including those in Heber Down and along the
Waterfront Trail. A bicycle can be just as menacing to a pedestrian as a car is to a cyclist (although the
probability of serious injury is far less).
When you do pass, sound your bell or horn, or call out “on your left”.

Please contact me if you would like your name added to my email list. You won’t hear about our rides unless
you are on the list! There is no limit on numbers, nor any obligation to come out every week. John Patté
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GREY CELLS STIMULATORS

Leader – Wendy Marshall

(Answer on page 10)

GENEALOGY

Leader – Barbara Garrow
Our group is fairly new and began meeting regularly this year over Zoom. So far, we have
had five meetings since January. We set aside time for genealogy news, general discussion of
problems, goals etc., and have one or two presentations. So far, the presentations have been
researched and delivered by members of the group, often using Google Slides or PowerPoint,
but we are open to having a guest speaker, “show and tell” day or visit to some other site.
Members range from relative newbies to those with lengthier genealogy experience, so we
hope any new members will feel the group can meet their needs. We have room for one or
two new members at this time. There is help available from group members for using Zoom
or presentation software, as well as with genealogy issues.
Currently, our meetings are being held on the third Wednesday of the month, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. We
are expecting we may hold our meetings at the Whitby Central library, once the accommodations are available
again. Meeting at the library will require that we each contribute to the cost of the meeting room. We hope we
can continue with the same time and date at the library.
Please contact Barbara Garrow for more information
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HAPPY HOUR

Leader – Marilyn Thaxter
Our Happy Hour group met at The Brooklin Pub on July 9th and we were a very happy
group due to the rain holding off for our gathering.
We plan to meet on a patio in August as we maneuver around changing guidelines and
rules. Friends on patios make for a very Happy Hour.
HIKERS GROUP
Leader – Dave Fowler
The hiking group is back!. We hike twice a month. This is a venture with the PROBUS Club of Port Perry.
There is one condition: As Port Perry are the lead group for the Hiking we will be following their
rules regarding vaccination therefore to join this group you must be fully vaccinated. Proof of this
must be shown on your first hike.
If interested in joining our hike group, please contact David Fowler
Next hikes in August TBA. Details of location and hike date will be provided later.
David

TASTE THE WORLD

Leaders – Jackie Brooks & Pat Sturch
Since we are hungry we are going to Hungary this month!

TRAVEL BUDDIES

Leader – Deborah Corbett
We are a group of about 20 solo travellers getting together to find someone to travel
with - and avoid that pesky single supplement. This month we'll be meeting again in a
local park. We are getting closer to real travel, with some of us already having booked
trips for 2022. New members always welcome - open to men and women.

Mystery Picture. Do you know where this is?
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(Answer on page 10)

GRAPE EXPECTATIONS

Leader – Karen Martin

Some more fun wine trivia to impress your friends.
1. It is reported that Winston Churchill consumed approximately 42,000 bottles
of Pol Roger Champagne during his adult life.
2. The oldest winery uncovered so far dates back to 4100 BC. It’s located in Armenia.
3. It takes about 3 - 5 years for a grapevine to start bearing fruit that can be made
into wine. After that, grapevines can usually bear fruit for another 40 years.
4. There are 60 gallons of wine in a barrel.
5. A ‘butt’ is an actual unit of measurement. A buttload of wine is 126 gallons of
wine. And a ‘hogshead’ is half a butt.
6. A Rundlet is the smallest wine cask - equivalent to about 68 litres wine.
7. A Tun is the largest wine cask - approximately 954 litres of wine
8. There are about 200 grapes or 2.5 pounds of grapes in a standard bottle of wine.
9. British wine isn’t the same thing as English wine. British wine is made from
imported grape juice concentrate. English wine is made from grapes grown in
England.
10. The French did not invent sparkling wine. The English produced the first
sparkling wine. The English preferred bubbles in their wine – the French
considered them to be an undesirable defect. They tried to prevent them.
Cheers
Grape Expectations
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

DENVER
BOSTON
JUNEAU
CHICAGO
OMAHA
MIAMI
BUFFALO
BALTIMORE

Mystery Picture Answer.

Whitby Marina
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It’s another hot day, so
I’ve taken all my
clothes off and opened
every window…
I feel so much better,
Although the other
People on the bus
don’t
Seem so pleased
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